Aiken County Public Schools ,
Communications and Public Relations
Sub-Committee

»Sub-Committee formed Spring 2012

»Board members, administration, district employees and
cormmunity members

\ ¥ Aiken County *
% Pﬂblfcs hools

"Evaluate the perceived effectiveness of existing
communication channels and activities to develop and prioritize
recommendations for improving communications, including
starting new initiatives and discontinuing/modifying current

ones."




Sub Committee Members

Mr. Wesley Hightower, Sub Committee Chair
Mrs. Rosemary English
Mrs. Donna Wesby

Dr. Elizabeth Everitt
Dr. Randy Stowe

Mr. David Caver

Ms. Tammie Newman
Mrs. Terri Booth

Ms. Katy Lipscomb
Mrs. Diana Floyd

Mr. Moses Mims

Mr. Mark Melton
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Parent Portals

Pawarichosl
Power3cheool is a student information management syster used by schaols and school districts across the United States. The
South Caroling Department of Education has provided this program to all schools in the state. Powar school is sused for
student demagraphics, stering grades and attandance, amd schedubing.

Instructions for Using PewerSchag!
Walcome to PowerSchool
Farent Login

SchoalFusisn

- =choolFusion is where you can view all your children's classrsom information in one web location. Yau can check assigrments,
isw iraportant deadlines on FusionPage calendsrs, follow your children's spons ealendars, schaol avants and much rmorel Only
parertsiguardians of students enralied in Alken County Public School District are aliowed to reglster.

50 “usion Parent Guids
Parent Ragistration
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MyCannect
Registar to receive text messages of events, elc

MyConnect Registeration (coming soon)




E-Newsletter
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1287 Subscribers
Includes links to:
*Good News
*School Events
*Smiling Faces
*News Articles from
newspapers and TV



School PR Speaker

Mr. Ken Blackstone,
ichland Two Public Schools
Executive Director for

Communications and Strategic Partnerships

— 20 Year veteran in school public relations

— Former Director of Communication Services for
Prince William County Public Schools (PWCPS) in
Manassas, Va., just outside of Washington, D.C.



Principal Survey
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What information dﬁ wou T&tﬁﬁiﬂ-‘“ teachersio pﬂﬁt oniheir
SchoolFusion Teacher Pages? (Check all that apply}
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Communication Survey

How would you prefer to receive information about your school district, school, teachers
or evenis?

1400 95:2%
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1805 responses- 1200
most ever for

Survey by ACPS
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Text Messages
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_________ “Sehoo! Pulilic Relalibne Sssoeialion

SC/NC NSPRA Convention ‘12

“Harvesting Pearls of School PR Wisdom”
» Speakers from around the nation

* Topics included:
— Crisis Communications
— Social Media
— Technology/Marketing
— Professional Development



Social Media




Facebook

» Moving toward 2000 Fans and growing
» Each post displays viewer count

* Quicker than media

o Immediate distribution/feedback

* Allows public forum for discussion between
our fans and ACPS |




LinkedIn

Networking site “Professional Facebook”

Locate and communicate with contacts
around SC, USA and World-wide

Spread the word among educators and
professionals instantly

Another Job Posting avenue




Twitter, YouTube, Pinterest,
Etc.

* ACPS has an increased presence on Twitter,
YouTube as well as blogs. Pinterest is being

used by our educators daily for class project
ideas.




Communication and Public
Relations Plan

VISION

*To develop community support through proactive, accurate and timely
communications with stakeholders by showcasing the educational excellence
and leadership of our students and staff. Our ability to inform, involve and
unite all school district stakeholders will guarantee continuous student
achievement and district productivity.

IMISSION

*Our mission is to establish positive relationships and credibility between the
ACPS and its stakeholders through timely and accurate dissemination of
information. Aiken County School District will develop practices, processes
and technologies for open, frequent, transparent and effective
communication, both internally and externally, to all CSRA communities. The
Public Information Office serves as a crucial link between the media and the
district in both proactive and reactive news situations. It is imperative we
communicate openly and often with media outlets to accomplish our goals.




Communication and Public
Relations Plan continued...

* Goals, Objectives and Strategies
* Communication Tools
* Internal/External Stakeholders

Initiatives
— PR Ambassador at each school
— Standard Website template for all schools



School Communication/PR Plan

PR Ambassador
Communication Tools & Techniques

SchoolFusion School and Teacher page
minimum requirements

* Best Practices & Guidelines
* Training — Principals and Staff




Summary

It is our intent to maintain open, honest and constant
communication among the district (students and employees)
and the community at large. Aiken County Public Schools
values the children, parents, employees, and stakeholders
that comprise this district. We have a firm belief that while
working together and sharing information, the impact made
in our classrooms will be apparent not only in an increase in
test scores and awards, but also in morale within the school
system and public opinion of the school system. Keeping our
internal stakeholders informed with a systematic
communications plan will greatly improve that accuracy of
information that is shared with external stakeholders. We
must be committed to a mindset of regular communication in
any/all formats.



Questions or Comments

One Child

“ Aiken County *
Public Schools
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